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tions from Jamaica and the
€ayman Islands, included,
programmes especially pre-
sented gotonlyddr the adults,
but in separate rooms also for
youth, and children.

An innovative approach to
preaching and presenting the
Word, included a sculpture
by Mr.
member of the Portmore Unit-
ed Church, (who declared

himself as perhaps the only
Rastafarian member of the
Church,) created throughout

the day, which was unveiled

during the closing exercises,
featuring a seated figure re-
leasing a bird of peace.

It is intended to present the
completed piece to the
Prime Minister of Jamaica as
a symbol and a reminder of
the UCJCI 08s
mitment to p2ace in Jamai-
ca. Climax of the day of
Praise and Worship, was a
presentation of plans from
each Region, demonstrating
the practical ways in which
Peace was being initiated by
their congregations.
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These presentations included a dia-
logue between Rev. Nigel Pusey of
the Pretoria Road Church , represent-
ing the North Eastern Regional Mission
Council of the Church (NERMC); who,
. interviewed by Rev. Paul Pinto, de-
I s@odd @e various interventions car-
rlad out béth hurch including street
meetl S, W %had elped to .broker

egce between two warring factions
a R etjeep fuogiay
|n the down -town Kingston area.

he Southern Regional Mission
CounC| , contnbutlons to-

ar sq gﬂ[ ace were report-
ed %s ta

m of a Mediation

and Counselling programme, which is

| headquartered at the Ridgemount

United Church. Additionally, there are
plans to intentionally partner with the
Police in May Pen, and the wider  Clar-
endon Division of the Police to provide
support for the police, by brokering
trust between the Police and the wid-

er community.

The plan, stated Regional Deputy
General Secretary, for the Southern
Regional Council Mrs. Rose Wedder-
burn, is also to offer this programme
through its other congregations in the
Region, to the police serving the par-
ishes of Manchester and St. Elizabeth,
contributing in a practical way to
peace initiatives of the country.
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In the Western Regional Mission Coun-
ci I( ®WR MC ®eryood, St James com-
munity, which is considered to be a vol-
atile one, the Basc School which be-
longs to the Church became inopera-
tive because of incidences of crime and

i vialenee. resulting in children being with-
drawn from the school by their parents,
fearing for their safety. The Council in its
desire to turn this sad outcome into a
positive one, has offered the school
building for use by the Peace Manage-

The objective is initially to use the space

ation and meditation.
currently wor ki ng
Peace Management Initiative (PMI), to
identify how best the space may be
further used in other peace -making ac-
tivities.

Commenting on the various initiatives

being instituted island -wide, General
Secretary of the United Church in Jamai-

ca and the Cayman Islands (UCJCI),

Rev. Norbert Stephens, states;

oWe are not assuming or inferring that
our initiatives are new or innovative.
What we want to do, is to partner with
existing ecumenical and state bodies
to make our contribution to the con-
tinued efforts being made to make
peace in our
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The Peace -making Initiative of the
Church, also extends into the Cayman
Islands, where according to a recent
(March, 2018) report from the  Cayman
Islands Regional Mission  Council
( Cl R Mg specive of crime is raising
its ugly head. 6

Steps being taken there, are aimed at
t he y o ut Prayer 8paces®
been created in the United Church
schools, aimed at encouraging chil-
dren to express their thoughts on the
ways in which they may play a part in
brokering peace.

In these and various other ways
throughout the United Church in Jamai-
ca and the Cayman lIslands, the UCJCI
has c¢onf Weleked;thatpeace
is possible!bd

What was also significant throughout
the Convocation is that the nearly 800
children and youth who participated,
were actively involved throughout the
programme in expressing through vari-
ous ways; in music, poetry, and
speechmaking, how they see them-

sel ves peasc e 6 ma kir rtheid

homes, their schools and their commu-
nity. This, it was stated, presents hope
for the future! <
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. IVY CLARKE

Kirk)

vy Elizabeth Lynch -Clarke was

I born on May 20, 1954 to Albert S.

and Amanda M. Lynch in the
community of Salisbury Plain in Cava-
liers, St. Andrew. She grew up with her
siblings Eddie (Hubert) Albert (Bertram)
Adina(Girlie) & Ruthlyn (Marcia)in very
humble settings. vy had to wake up
early every morning to get water and
to go to her grandparents in Padmore
to get heavy loads which she would
carry on her head.

She attended the Allman Hill All Age
School from which she earned a full
schol arship to
where she excelled, starting her
teaching career at Mannings Hill Pri-
mary School. Enrolling later at the
Shortwood Teachers College where
she studied to become a trained
teacher of Mathematics & English.

She later taught at Oberlin High, St.
Maryds Col |l ege &
University of the Caribbean, and at
the Ministry of Education as a Math
Coach, and an Assistant Examiner in
and
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Mathematics for the Caribbean Exami-
nation Council. She also served as sec-
retary of the Jamaica Association of
Principals and Vice -Principals (JAPPS).

Ivy had a special love for children, the

youth and elderly. dThe joy she had

when her alma mater St Maryds C
lege entered School Challenge Quiz

and when she started the STMC band!

She was Oberl i nOGshowi gge
she beamed with pride when they won

6All Together Sing! ©

Ivy joined the Salisbury Plain United
Church (formerly a Disciples of Christ
Church) at age 17, where she be-
came a part of the youth fellowship
group and eventually met her love
and future husband Alfred, with whom
she had three daughters. -lvy was the
church organist/pianist and also
served as youth advisor, elder, board
Chairman and Secretary, holding other
board positions within the Mannings
Hill/Oberlin/Salisbury Plain Charge and
was a Synod Representative.
May her soul rest in peace.
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