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IF YOU’RE GOING
TO BE A LEADER… BE
PREPARED TO GIVE
TIME AND EFFORT
TO EQUIPPING
YOURSELF TO LEAD
OTHERS.
-Mrs. Olive Miller, MBE, Cert. Hon., JP

MARCH IS “HONOURING WOMEN’S MONTH” – HAPPY WOMEN’S DAY
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Empowering Female Leaders of Tomorrow
In honour of Women’s Day (March 8, 2018), we spent some time with a female pioneer of our Church and the
Cayman Islands, Mrs. Olive Miller. Mrs. Olive Miller’s work with youth, community, church, and the Girls’
Brigade is the embodiment of a life yielded to the call to serve as God leads.

Q: Why did you decide to bring the Girls Guildry to the Cayman Islands?
A: Well it was no decision of mine at all. In the 1945 Synod, the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica and the
Cayman Islands as it was then, passed a resolution that they would adopt the Girls’ Guildry as their mission
organization to girls. They asked the Scottish Mission Council and the Girls’ Guildry in Scotland to send a youth
worker to Jamaica for two years, to help keep the Guildry going. It had already been started a few years ago
by Ms. Margaret Stewart (from Soctland). I was an English Methodist and I was sent by the Church of Scotland
to the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica and Grand Cayman to ensure that the Girls’ Guildry (as it was then)
was established in all the churches. That’s why when I came to Cayman in 1946, my remit was to start a Girls’
Brigade company in each of the five (5) congregations at that time…and that’s what I did.

EMPOWERING FEMALE LEADERS
OF TOMORROW
I tried to equip myself for
leadership! All through my career
I believe that I have been doing
what God put me on Earth to do.
When God calls you to do
something, God equips you!

Q: Please share with us some highlights of the history of the Girls Guildry and how it transitioned
to the Girls’ Brigade.
A: Originally in Britain and in Europe, there were three (3) Girls’ organizations. There was the Girls’ Guildry
of Scotland, the Girls’ Life Brigade of England, and Girls’ Brigade of Ireland. In 1965, those three (3)
organizations had top-level talks and agreed to amalgamate, it took three (3) years for the administrative
arrangements to be made. Three years later in 1968, there was an international council in London at which
the three organizations amalgamated and agreed to be called the Girls’ Brigade. Cayman officers and Jamaica
officers – including myself – we helped to formed the organization which is a combination of the three. The
common denominator between the three organizations was that they were all attached to churches, they
were all religious organizations. At the international council it was agreed that Girls’ Brigade would help girls
to become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by self-control, reverence, and a sense of responsibility to
find the true enrichment of life. This remains the aim throughout the world.

GIRLS’ BRIGADE TEA PARTY
The Girls’ Brigade Tea Party
transported attendees to a
Winter Fairy Land! There was lots
of refreshments and opportunities
for catching up with old friends.

and making new ones.

Q: How has the Girls’ Brigade influenced the growth of young girls and women in Cayman?
A: One of the reasons the organization has been so successful is that it trains its officers. You will find that
most of the officers have come through the ranks, being a part the organization since they were very small
children. We have produced many community leaders, and one of our successes is our leadership training. We
have trained lots of young women who are now in the community, in the corporate world, in the government
services, and some who are leaders and community activists…because of their training in Girls’ Brigade. One
of the assets of the Girls’ Brigade is that we have an International Council, and ever since 1968 every five (5)
years (in later years, every 4 years), we have sent officers to the conference and with them a contingent of
girls to the camp. We have been to London, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Scotland, Ireland, Cook Islands, Fiji,
Australia, and one of the conferences was hosted here in Cayman. We have taken girls all over the world and

SPORTS DAY 2018
March 10, 2018 at 3:00pm
sharp. Join our United Church
congregations at the Truman
Bodden Sports Complex for our
Council’s Sports Day!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 8
International Women’s Day
March 9 – 11
Mission Weekend – Elmslie Memorial
United Church
March 10
Missions
WeekendBreakfast
Breakfast
Men’s
Fellowship
– Elmslie
Memorial United Church at 7:30am
March 10
Council Sports & Fellowship Day –
Truman Bodden Sports Complex at 3:00pm

March 11
Launch of Girls’ Brigade Week: Worship
Service – William Pouchie Memorial
United Church at 9:00am

March 16 – 17
Central Mission Council Meeting –
Kingston, Jamaica

March 17
Girls’ Brigade Fun Day – Prospect Youth
Centre
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Empowering Female Leaders of Tomorrow contd.
they have learned about different cultures and have made friends from around the world. Not only have
we been to these international conferences but our officers from Cayman have served on the
International council. I did two terms (five years each) as the International Vice President (1968-1973
and 1978-1983). In 1983, I handed the International Vice Presidency over to one of my own girls, Iva
Good. She was an International Vice President for five years, and also served as an International
President. So the Girls’ Brigade has actually had a Caymanian who has been the International President.
Cayman has played a major role on the international scene.

Q: What challenges did you face as an impactful female
leader in the community?
A: What challenges? ...Ever since I came to Cayman I have found
people to be very cooperative and I have not had any difficulty
in finding leaders. All the people that I have become associated
with in Girls’ Brigade have all been excellent people. I don’t
think about challenges, and I’ve always had support from the
church.

Q: How did you keep yourself motivated to make a difference for women in the church and
in Cayman?
A: Well, my motivation originally was from a sermon I heard one Sunday that indicated that every
Christian or every person really has a spiritual talent as well as a natural talent. Each person has to
work out for themselves (with the help of God) what that supernatural talent is. I decided, after
praying about it…I thought my natural talent was leadership and administration. So I did my best to
equip myself in those areas. I went to Sunday school teacher training courses, I went to Girls’ Brigade
training courses for leadership, and I went to Scotland for camping and got my officer’s first class
camping license so I could take girls’ to camp. I tried to equip myself for leadership! All through my
career I believe that I have been doing what God put me on Earth to do. When God calls you to do
something, God equips you! Through my career I have relied on what I call my “supernatural talent”,
to help me to see what needs to be done. I like to think of myself as someone who makes things
happen.
Q: What advice do you have for young female leaders?
Answer: If you’re going to be a leader, especially a Christian leader, you need to be very close to God.
You need to know your Bible, and you need to take advantage of all the opportunities that the secular
world offers for training and life skills. Be prepared to give time and effort to equipping yourself to lead
others. However, the most important thing is to believe that you have been called, that you are working
within the will of God, and that God is leading you and training you and leading the way. If I told you
my life story, you would see that from one thing to the next that I’ve done since I was a child has all
been leading me in the direction that God has wanted me to go.

A Moment with Bethesda:

Studies are yielding evidence that eating disorders
don’t just cause damage to the body’s physical
systems; they can also take a toll on the body’s
psychic systems… Read more, click the link
https://www.facebook.com/BethesdaCounsellingky/
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What’s Happening in CIRMC?
GIRLS’ BRIGADE HOSTS ANNUAL TEA PARTY – WINTER FAIRY LAND
The Cayman Islands Girls' Brigade hosted its annual Tea Party on Saturday at the home of Audrey and Handel
Whittaker. The Tea party was well attended and guests were entertained by singing and musical
instruments. There was also games for children and adults including human bingo.
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THEME: Living Out The WORD
March 11 – Mr. Bryan Bothwell (Theme:
How to use the WORD in decision
making)
March 18 – Rev. Euthman Wray
(Theme: How to Use the WORD in
settling disputes)

SPORT DAY 2018!
PLEASE ENSURE TO ARRIVE EARLY SO WE CAN START AND END
ON TIME! The parade and opening ceremony will begin promptly
at 3:00pm.

•
•

Food – Congregations/Charges are responsible for food,
snacks, and drinks for athletes & supporters
Races & Competitions – Changes have been made to a
few races (Elders, Youth Leaders, Veterans). Speak with
your Sports Day co-ordinator.

COME IN YOUR CHARGE/
CONGREGATION COLOURS
EE/GB CHARGE

RY/SAV
CHARGE

GEORGE TOWN
CHARGE

WEBSTER
MEMORIAL

JOHN GRAY
MEMORIAL

WILLIAM
POUCHIE
MEMORIAL
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SAVE THE DATE!
COUNCIL EVENTS
THIS SATURDAY!

SPORTS DAY 2018
March 10, 2018
STARTING AT 3:00PM
Truman Bodden Sports Complex
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TRAINING #4
The Elder – Roles & Responsibilities
March 24, 2018 from
9:00am – 12:00pm
COUNCIL EXECUTIVE MEETING
April 4, 2018
Council Office at 5:30pm
CAYMAN CONVOCATION
April 22, 2018
Starting at 9:30am

CATCH UP ON WHAT YOU MISSED!
PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS ARE AVAILABLE ON
THE CIRMC WEBSITE!
CLICK HERE TO SEE MORE

Or go to our website www.unitedchurch.org.ky
Click on “Newsletters” (Gives you two options:
UCJCI Update & CIRMC Weekly).
Stay up to date with the happenings of our
Council and the United Church!
GUESS WHAT! CAYMAN’S CONVOCATION FALLS
ON EARTH DAY!
Cayman’s Convocation falls on Earth Day, and
along with the theme Disciples of Peace, the
Earth/environment will be incorporated in various
ways and activities for youth and adults.
Peace with Creation| Our Nation| The World

